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THE HEBRIDES ARCHIPELAGO, A JOURNEY
DEEP INTO THE HEART OF THE WILDERNESS

Dublin to Glasgow
18 August 2026

9-night cruise onboard Le Lapérouse

PLUS: 1-night Dublin & Powerscourt
Gardens Stay Pre-cruise”

from $11,299 per person
in a Prestige Stateroom with balcony’

1)) PONANT

EXPLORATIONS

THE EUROPE COLLECTION

LONDON ¢
UNITED KINGDOM
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North Atlantic FRANCE
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La Coruia Bilbao
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Leixdes
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Smithsonian

LISBON SOURNEVS

LONDON TO LISBON:
CRUISING EUROPE’S WESTERN SHORES

London to Lisbon
5 September 2026

9-night cruise onboard Le Champlain

PLUS: 1-night London
City Stay Pre-cruise”

from $11,899 per person
in a Prestige Stateroom with balcony’

LONGYEARBYEN ®

South-West region
of Spitsbergen

*
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Includes flight
Longyearbyen
to Paris’

GLASGOW
UNITED KINGDOM

FROM SCOTLAND
T0 SPITSBERGEN

Glasgow to Longyearbyen
31 May 2026

13-night cruise onboard Le Lyrial

PLUS: 1-night ‘Glimpse of Edinburgh’
Stay Pre-cruise”

from $18,599 per person
in a Deluxe Stateroom with balcony”

1300 737 178 | au.ponant.com | reservations.aus@ponant.com

*Ponant Plus credit is in Australian dollars (AUD), per person and can be redeemed only when booking one of the selected Cruise & Land packages inclusive of a cruise and a pre-cruise land stay. Information and price is correct as of 3 October 2025 but may fluctuate due to
changes in surcharges, taxes or currency. Offer price is based on Deluxe stateroom on Deck 3 unless otherwise specified in the advertising; Guests who book on the listed Cruise & Land packages receive AUD$800 Ponant Plus credit off their cruise fares per person To redeem
your Ponant Plus credit, quote code WESTMED, when speaking to your preferred travel agent or PONANT Consultant. Offer is not redeemable for cash. Offer valid on new bookings only made until 15 December 2025 included, not retroactive and unless sold out prior. Offer is
subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Offer is combinable with PONANT bonus savings, PONANT Join the club offer, PONANT yacht club benefits, COMBO 10. Not combinable with PONANT’s free solo supplement offer or with any other offer.
More terms and conditions may apply. Your booking contract is with Compagnie Du Ponant Pty Ltd (PONANT) and incorporates all the terms and conditions shown on au.ponant.com unless specified in these conditions; PONANT recommends that you read and understand
your contract and ask PONANT or your travel agent if you require any clarification. *Dublin city stay is available as a pre-cruise stay and includes 1-night accommodation in Classic room at The Davenport Hotel 4* (or similar) including breakfast, tour of Garden of Island in
County Wicklow with English-speaking guide, transfer from airport to hotel and hotel to embarkation port; London city stay is available as a pre-cruise stay and includes 1-night accommodation in a standard room at The Great Scotland Yard Hotel 5* (or similar) including
breakfast, cocktail reception on the first night, lunch on day 2 and a guided tour of Greenwich Park & National maritime museum with English-speaking guide, transfer from airport to hotel and hotel to embarkation port; Edinburgh city stay is available as a pre-cruise stay
and includes 1-night accommodation in Standard room at The Virgin Hotel Edinburgh 5* (or similar) including breakfast, lunch on the second day of the stay, 1 beverage package during lunch, walking tour of Edinburgh including entrance fees and English-speaking guide,
transfer from airport to hotel and hotel to embarkation port. tFlight operated in economy class, on PONANT’s preferred airline and subject to change without prior. notice. PONANT selects flights and organises transfers between the airport and the port (and vice-versa).

Visit au.ponant.com for more information. Photograph: © Noemie Watel.
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| Cruise Weekly today

CRUISE Weekly today

| features four pages of cruise
I news, plus a cover wrap from
: Ponant Explorations.

Ponant perfect pair

PAIR your Ponant 2026
European small-ship itinerary
with a land package and
receive $800 credit.

Sample cruise and land
package pairings include ‘The
Hebridges Archipelago: A
Journey Deep into the Heart
of the Wilderness’, departing
from Dublin to Glasgow on 18
Aug 2026.

This nine-night cruise can
be combined with a one-
night Dublin and Powerscourt
Gardens stay pre-cruise.

The package is available
from $11,299 in a Prestige
stateroom with a balcony -
more info on the cover page.

Oceania serve

OCEANIA Cruises has
christened its new ship Oceania
Allura in Florida, with the vessel’s
godparents - a selection of Food
+ Wine ‘Best New Chefs’ alumni
- honoured with the tradition
of breaking a champagne bottle
across her bow.

Tavel Bristol-Joseph, Katie
Button, Calvin Eng, Aisha
Ibrahim, George Mendes and
Lawrence Smith bestowed good
fortune upon Allura, and all who
sail aboard her, in a pier-side
celebration in Miami.

The fanfare commenced with a
ship-wide cocktail reception and
dinner before moving to the pier
for the ceremony.

Allura then commenced sailing
on a three-day celebratory round-
trip voyage, which concluded
earlier today.

Cruise Weekly was one of a
select few trade media attendees
to accompany the Australian

contingent (pictured) to the US
for the event.

“We couldn’t be more thrilled to
officially welcome Oceania Allura
to our fleet,” Chief Luxury Officer
Jason Montague said.

“It is only fitting that she be

OE®

cruiseweekly.com.au
cruiseweekly.co.nz
Monday 17th November 2025

up new Allura

christened in our hometown of

Miami - a city that embodies

vibrancy and sophistication.
“We are deeply honoured

to celebrate this momentous

occasion alongside her

distinguished godparents.” MS
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On location on board

Celebrity Xcel

Today’s issue of CW is coming
to you courtesy of Celebrity
Cruises, which this week is
hosting us aboard the new
Celebrity Xcel.

CELEBRITY Cruises’ new ship
Celebrity Xcel has just begun
sailing, and Cruise Weekly is
one of the first trade media to
be invited aboard.

CW has joined a two-night
cruise out of Fort Lauderdale
to experience everything Xcel
has to offer, including her
redesigned poolside area and
new interactive arcade lounge.

One of the standout additions
is The Bazaar, a dynamic venue
that will change daily to reflect
each port of call - learn more on
page four.

Monday 17th November 2025

Reidy joins Celestyal as new Country Manager

V E

EXCLUS./|

CELESTYAL Cruises has
appointed a new Country
Manager, with Brenton Reidy
(pictured) starting in the role
today, Cruise Weekly can
exclusively reveal.

Reidy joins Celestyal after two-
and-a-half years as a Business
Development Manager for MSC
Cruises, reporting to Director
of Business Development Asia
Pacific, Jarrod Zurvas.

Reidy will also work with Ascend
Travel Group, who manage trade
services for the cruise line in the
local market.

Celestyal has not employed
a leader at national level in
Australia since the departure of
former Regional Manager Stewart
Williams just over 12 months ago,
(CW 05 Nov 2024), who oversaw
the cruise line’s local business.

Following his departure, Mary
Williams - who herself left
Celestyal just a few weeks ago

(CW 15 Oct) - served as the cruise
line’s Business Development
Manager in Australia, and its sole
employee in the country.

Reidy’s role will be based in
Adelaide, and will be responsible
for driving continued growth and
awareness of Celestyal across the
country, working closely with the
cruise line’s existing partners and
developing new partnerships as
the brand expands to full year-
round operation.

“I’'m thrilled to announce that
Brenton is joining the team and

look forward to working with
him to lift Celestyal’s presence
in the region during a period of
significant fleet and destination
growth,” Zurvas said.

“With the arrival of Celestyal
Discovery in the Arabian Gulf this
year, alongside Celestyal Journey,
both our ships will be cruising
year-round for the first time - this
presents myriad opportunities for
growth out of Australia.

“As we look to double the
number of guests we carry in the
Gulf, this presents an exciting
opportunity for key growth
markets...Brenton will be pivotal
in supporting us during this phase
of rapid expansion.”

Reidy added: “It is an exciting
time to join Celestyal and | am
looking forward to continuing to
work with industry colleagues to
promote the cruise line.”

“It’s a rare opportunity to be
part of a team as it opens up a
new destination.” MS

BLACK FRIDAY 'SALE

It's not just the views that are spectacular with Hurtigruten’s Black Friday
Sale. Get up to 50% off Hurtigruten cruises along Norway's famously
picturesque coastline when you book before December 8, 2025, and you
could witness the Northern Lights or the awe-inspiring Midnight Sun at a
price that's just as amazing. Or as the locals would say... ‘Spektakuleert’!
Don’t miss out. Call our local Coastal Specialists on 1300 151 548

or visit hurtigruten.com

SALE NOW ON

©50% off

*T&Cs apply. See website for full details.

() HURTIGRUTEN

Live the legend of Norway

Cruise Weekly

AUt 1300799 220 w cruiseweekly.com.au

NZ t 0800 799 220 w cruiseweekly.co.nz

page 2



https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0yMTQmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly90cmF2ZWx0b2l0YWx5YWNhZGVteS5jb20v
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNjAmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaHVydGlncnV0ZW4uY29tL2VuLWF1L2NhbXBhaWducy9ibGFjay1mcmlkYXk=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xOTUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMuY3J1aXNld2Vla2x5LmNvbS5hdS8yMDI0L05vdjI0L2N3MDUxMTI0LnBkZg==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xOTUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMuY3J1aXNld2Vla2x5LmNvbS5hdS8yMDI1L09jdDI1L2N3MTUxMDI1LnBkZg==

CRUI|SE Oceania christens its new Allura

ﬁ- WEEKLY OCEANIA Cruises has christened its new ship Oceania Allura, bringing media from around the world to
Miami to celebrate the second vessel in the Allura-class.

Mon 17th November 2025 The ship will now sail on an inaugural Caribbean season spanning more than 90 destinations on an array

of seven- to 34-day voyages. Allura boasts two crew members for every three guests, half of whom are

dedicated to culinary operations, carrying out Oceania’s tag line of ‘The Finest

Cuisine at Sea’.

Among the 12 onboard dining experiences is the glamorous Grand Dining Room,
featuring 270 new recipes across all three meal services; and the Creperie, a
completely new concept for Oceania, offering a selection of tempting French
crepes, Bruxelles waffles and bubble waffles, alongside gelato sundaes.

Allura also marks the reprisal of Oceania’s original French restaurant, Jacques,
named after famous French Chef Jacques Pepin.

The menu for the new iteration of the venue is a collaboration between Pepin
himself and the cruise line’s current Executive Culinary Directors, Alexis Quaretti
and Eric Barale.

" 1 THE Australian trade group on

board Oceania Allura.

OCEANIA Cruises Business
Development Manager Martine Nunes
and Director of Sales James Sitters.

SOME of the hardest-hitting
women in Australian travel joined
Allura’s christening voyage.

OCEANIA Chief Luxury
Officer Jason Montague

FLIGHT Centre Travel Group was well-represented on board Allura’s inaugural prepares to welcome
voyage: Area Sales Manager Vivian Browning, Ignite General Manager Cruise Allura to the fleet.
Michael Middleton, Travel Associates General Manager Rachel Kingswell, FCTG
Managing Director Luxury Danielle Galloway, Ignite Chief Executive Officer Ryan
Thomas, and Travel Associates Community Marketing Manager Nicole Gabriel.

IL .y /i )
SENIOR Director of Sales EMEA

Gabriella Fonzo and Senior Vice President .}'i;f
International & Consumer Sales Steve Odell. h’i )

OCEANIA’S Virtuoso partners gather
for a special shipboard drinks celebration.

Cruise Weekly AUt 1300799 220 w cruiseweekly.com.au NZ t 0800 799 220 w cruiseweekly.co.nz page 3


https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMTcxMTI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov

8

W EE

MOST cruise lines focus
only on shipboard innovation,
but Holland America Line
is also making waves in the
horticultural world.

The cruise line has unveiled
an new exclusive tulip it
developed, celebrating its
Dutch heritage.

Set to bloom in Apr, the
ceremonial handover of the
first bulbs took place recently
at the iconic Keukenhof
gardens in the Netherlands.

Captain Jeroen Baijens of
Holland America Line’s flagship
Rotterdam, along with VP
International Sales & Marketing
Nico Bleichrodt, presented
the bulbs to representatives
from the ‘Garden of Europe’, as
Keukenhof is known.

An official naming ceremony
will take place when the
flowers bloom.

Seabourn Black Fri

SEABOURN has launched its
2025 Black Fri ‘sail’, which is
available now until 02 Dec.

The offer provides
exceptional value on select
2026-27 voyages - CLICK HERE.

CRUISE

KLY

Monday 17th November 2025

CELEBRITY Cruises’ Celebrity
Xcel (pictured) has officially set
sail, with the groundbreaking new
ship introducing seven all-new
experiences for the line.

Xcel has arrived in Fort
Lauderdale as the fifth ship in
Celebrity’s Edge-class, with her
first cruise departing last week.

The ship was created with
the help of vacationers globally
through the Xcel Dream Makers
program (CW 22 Jan), which
invited participants to finalise
many elements of Xcel’s
experience, from culinary through
to entertainment.

Among the new experiences
designed by the Dream Makers is
The Bazaar, a three-storey space
that transforms daily, introducing
new ways for guests to immerse
themselves in the destinations
they are calling.

The Bazaar blends guests’ on
board and in-port experiences
through food, activities, live
music, and more.

Meanwhile, the Bora rooftop
restaurant will transport guests to
the Mediterranean, offering the
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Celebrity Xcel unleashes fun

perfect setting to enjoy a lively
brunch or an intimate dinner.

Guests can also enjoy chilled
towels, card games, sunscreen
and storage for personal items
at the redesigned Celebrity Pool
Club, which offers a pool valet
and increased shading.

“With each new ship, we raise
the bar for the ultimate vacation
experience - and Celebrity Xcel
stands in a class of her own,”
Royal Caribbean Group Chair &

Chief Executive Jason Liberty said.

“With innovative design,
elevated style, and signature
hospitality, Celebrity Xcel’s
arrival sets a new standard for
the industry and adds to our
collection of experiences that
turn the vacation of a lifetime
into a lifetime of vacations.”

Celebrity President Laura
Hodges Bethge added: “From
the seven new spaces guests will
experience, to the innovative Xcel
Dream Makers program where
our guests played a direct role
in shaping the ship’s features,
Celebrity Xcel lives up to her
name in every way.” MS

ACCOUNTS

Business Development Manager
Suite 1, Level 2, 64 Talavera Rd

Macquarie Park NSW 2113 Australia

PO Box 1010 Epping NSW 1710 Australia

Tel: (AU) +61 2 8007 6760 or (NZ) 0800 799 220
Tel: (Int’l) 1300 799 220

accounts@traveldaily.com.au

WA wins with NCL

NORWEGIAN Cruise Line
(NCL) has opened sales for its
first cruises of the 2027/28
season, which will include
visits to nearly 70 distinct
ports across Australia, Japan,
and more.

The new deployment
includes voyages ranging
from week-long to 21-day
journeys, with Fremantle
included among more than
50 overnights for Norwegian
throughout the season.

A highlight of the program
will be the cruise line’s first
call to Esperance aboard
Norwegian Spirit, which will
mark her fifth consecutive
season in local waters.

Spirit will home port in
Sydney from Dec 2027 through
to Apr 2028, with other local
highlights to include four
overnight calls in Melbourne
and one in Adelaide, allowing
guests to dive deeper into the
cultural and culinary scenes of
the destinations.

Australians can also kick off
the festive season in style
with Spirit’s ultimate holiday
escape, which combines a 14-
day round-trip Sydney voyage
through Australia and NZ with
a 21-day Sydney to Singapore
cruise via Indonesia, creating
a 35-day back-to-back journey
from 20 Dec 2027.

Passengers will celebrate
Christmas in New Zealand'’s
Fiordland region, ring in the
New Year in the Bay of Islands,
and discover Kangaroo Island
and Western Australia’s coastal
gems, before Spirit sails on to
Indonesia for three days.

Travel Daily
travelBulletin

i
business events news

Pharmacy

Cruise Weekly is a publication of Cruise Weekly Pty Ltd ABN 73 123 041 485. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the
preparation of the newsletter no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial comment
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