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Cruise Weekly today 
Cruise Weekly today features 
four pages of all the latest 
cruise news plus a full page 
from HX.

INTRODUCING OUR 2027-2028 VOYAGE COLLECTION
The World’s Most Luxurious Fleet® awaits -  secure your clients’ suite with a Low 7.5% Deposit  

when they book between 24 July and 31 August 2025. 

ALL-INCLUSIVE CRUISE FARE

DELUXE VERANDA from ........................................ AU$15,192pp 2027-2028  
VOYAGE COLLECTION

WOVEN ACROSS THE OCEAN

CLIFFS, CASTLES & CULTURE
EDINBURGH TO STOCKHOLM

Seven Seas Voyager®
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AMSTERDAM

EDINBURGH
(LEITH)

COPENHAGEN

RØNNE 
(BORNHOLM)

GDANSK

VISBY

RIGA

TALLINN

STOCKHOLM

BERLIN
(WARNEMÜNDE)

DURATION

12
NIGHTS

DEPARTS

21 MAY
2027

UP TO

60 

EXCURSIONS

 

DOWNLOAD TOOLKIT

always INCLUDED
UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS | SPECIALITY DINING | UNLIMITED DRINKS | PRE-PAID GRATUITIES 

UNLIMITED ACCESS TO SPA FACILITIES | UNLIMITED WIFI | VALET LAUNDRY SERVICE 
24-HOUR ROOM SERVICE and more

HX free upgrade
Free suite upgrades and 

exclusive prices are available 
on HX’s cruises in Antarctica 
and other destinations.

Passengers can score up to 
15% off if they book by the 
end of next month.

Cruises include daily 
excursions and activities, 
meals, gratuities, and more.

Additionally, those who sell 
three cruises can sail free 
with HX to celebrate the line’s 
130th anniversary.

HX is also giving away 130 
adventures to those who make 
three bookings between 01 Jul 
and 31 Oct.

Head to page 5 for more 
information on the promotion.

NCL reveals Great Stirrup Cay plans
A NeArLY 2.5-hectare water 

park will be developed by 
Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) as 
part of a redevelopment of its 
private island Great Stirrup Cay 
(CW 14 Apr). 

Named the Great Tides 
Waterpark, the facility will feature 
19 water slides, a jet kart track, a 
836m2 children’s splash zone, and 
what NCL is calling the industry’s 
first “cliffside jump”, featuring 
cliff-style pool dives of up to 4.5 
metres in height.

Great Tides Waterpark will also 
feature the Caribbean’s only 
family slide, allowing up to four 
people to go down together.

Eight of the water slides will 
emerge from a 50-metre Tidal 
Tower, with two to be enclosed, 
and a conveyor belt to carry rafts 
back to the top.

More serene activities at the 
new-look island will include 
a 234-metre dynamic river 

with multiple entry points, a 
wading pool, and an illuminated 
“dreamlike bioluminescent scene 
for the ultimate multi-sensory 
experience”, along with eight 
mini-slides for kids.

Guests will also be able to enjoy 
private cabanas, swim-up bars 
and plenty of F&B offerings.

NCL detailed its Great Stirrup 
Cay expansion plans earlier 
this year, at the christening of 

Norwegian Aqua.
The first new features on Great 

Stirrup Cay will open later this 
year, including a new heated 
pool, multi-ship pier, welcome 
plaza, and an island-wide tram.

The NCL private destination will 
also feature a new Vibe Beach 
Club, an adults-only outdoor 
lounge with private cabanas, 
loungers, other upgraded 
amenities, and more. ML
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WIN A PLACE ON OUR MEGA FAMIL 
ENDS 28 FEBRUARY 2026  

*Conditions apply

Scenic’s Geraldton call to be town’s last until ‘27
SceNic Luxury Cruises & Tours’ 

Scenic Eclipse II is set to visit 
Geraldton next week, in what will 
be one of the destination’s last 
cruise calls for two years.

The visits are much welcome for 
Geraldton, after the cancellation 
of 12 cruise ship calls, which were 
initially expected to arrive in 2025 
and 2026.

Visits were cancelled due to 
itinerary changes, cruise line 
withdrawals, and Australian 
Border Force (ABF) complications.

Eclipse II is scheduled to berth in 
Geraldton twice this season: once 
next Wed, and again on 06 Sep.

The local council has planned a 
family friendly celebration at Blue 
Heelers Square on both dates, 
with local entertainment and 
hospitality on show.

Eclipse II’s calls are not the 
only good cruise news for the 
destination though, as it explores 
the Geraldton Port Maximisation 

Project, which seeks to deliver 
a new multipurpose berth to 
accommodate cruise vessels 
more reliably and efficiently. 

“We are hoping that this facility, 
along with a positive turnaround 
of cruise deployment in Western 
Australia, will see more itineraries 
including Geraldton, and guests 
being welcomed by the amazing 
volunteers,” Australian Cruise 
Association Chief Executive 
Officer Jill Abel told CW.

Cruise Lines International 
Association (CLIA) Managing 
Director Joel Katz told CW 
Scenic’s visit will help highlight 
the potential Western Australia 
offers for the industry, 
particularly in the upper luxury 
and expedition sectors.

“CLIA has been advocating 
for the right settings to help 
encourage more cruise ships to 
visit WA, working closely with the 
WA Government, the Australian 

Cruise Association, and our 
industry stakeholders,” he said.

“WA has a very clear vision 
to support and develop cruise 
tourism, and we believe a 
collaborative approach among 
cruise lines, governments, 
destinations, and other industry 
supporters can help unlock the 
state’s huge potential.” 

There are also hopes for a boost 
in cruise calls to Geraldton if the 
destination’s northern neighbour 
Broome is granted “first point of 
entry” status by the ABF (CW 08 
Mar 2024).

“Broome becoming a first point 
of arrival for cruise vessels will 
have flow-on opportunities down 
the coastline, as vessels will 
have the opportunity to consider 
Dampier and Geraldton ports of 
call before arriving in Fremantle,” 
then-Tourism WA Managing 
Director Carolyn Turnbull told CW 
last year. MS

Zurvas promoted
JArrod Zurvas has 

expanded his role with 
Celestyal Cruises to become 
Director of Business 
Development Asia Pacific, now 
overseeing the cruise line’s 
sales activity in both Australia 
and New Zealand, in addition 
to Asia.

Zurvas will work closely with 
Ascend Travel Group’s Julie 
Primmer and Lynda Wallace, 
who will continue to lead 
Australian trade relationships.

This shift will allow the 
United Kingdom-based Janet 
Parton to focus on her new 
role as Vice President Business 
Development UK, and MD of 
Celestyal Travel, a new Britain-
specific initiative.

Zurvas joined Celestyal 
earlier this year, as Director 
of Business Development for 
Asia, based in Kuala Lumpur 
(CW 08 Apr).

Travel to Italy 
with Travel Daily  
Training Academy

 

Click here to  
learn more
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VOTE NOW

MSC Cruises is honoured to be nominated for Most Popular
Ocean Cruise Operator in the NTIA Awards 2025!

WE’D LOVE YOUR VOTE!

Thank you for your continued support!

THEY CAN'T SELL IT IF THEY DON'T KNOW IT!
Destinations and Suppliers - update travel advisors with training modules 

on the Travel Daily Training Academy hub.

Packages start at $3500
ONE module with up to 6 lessons.

For more information email:
training@traveldaily.com.au

WE’RE HIRING 
Business Development Manager
Are you a driven sales professional looking for a new challenge? 
Join the Business Publishing Group, home to market-leading B2B 
titles including Travel Daily, Cruise Weekly and Pharmacy Daily. 

We’re on the lookout for a Business Development Manager who 
is confident, proactive, and motivated to deliver commercial 
success.

For more information and to apply CLICK HERE.

Princess packages
SpeciALtY coffee and teas 

are now unlimited in Princess 
Cruises’ Plus package, in a 
further update to the package, 
which was only overhauled 
last week.

Coffees and teas will no 
longer count toward the 
15-drink daily limit, following a 
change Princess said reflected 
the wishes of its passengers.

The cruise line last week 
announced a refresh pf its 
popular Premier and Plus 
packages, adding a number 
of new benefits and changing 
others (CW 22 Jul).

Customers will now receive 
more dining choices and shore 
excursion credits, which will 
vary by voyage length.

Passengers can score $100 
for voyages of six-nine days, 
$200 for 10-20 days, and up to 
$300 for sailings of more than 
three weeks.

Pandaw unaffected
pANdAw’S itineraries 

in Thailand and Cambodia 
are unaffected by border 
checkpoint closures, amid the 
ongoing conflict between the 
two countries.

The cruise line has confirmed 
all its itineraries in the 
destinations are operating 
safely and without disruption.

All of Pandaw’s major 
destinations in the region 
remain unaffected, including 
Siem Reap, Phnom Penh, 
Bangkok, Chiang Rai, and 
Chiang Mai.

Transportation hubs in both 
countries are also operating 
normally, including river ports, 
airports, and hotels.

Scenic savings
SceNic Luxury Cruises & 

Tours guests can currently save 
up to $2,900 on selected 11-
day France river voyages.

A new lead-in rate of $8,195 
per person is available for 
those booking by the end 
of next month, on various 
departures in 2026.

Passengers can also save 
up to $2,000 per person on 
selected 15-day Christmas and 
New Year cruises in Europe by 
30 Sep - call 1300 173 812.

RCG cruises past forecasts

roYAL Caribbean Group 
(RCG) has posted better-than-
expected second quarter results, 
prompting it to raise its full-year 
2025 adjusted earnings per share 
(EPS) guidance from US$15.41 to 
US$15.55.

The cruise company earned an 
adjusted net income of US$1.2 
billion or US$4.38 per share for 
Apr-Jun 2025, compared to a 
net income of US$900 million or 
US$3.11 per share for the same 
period in the prior year. 

RCG also reported total 
revenues of US$4.5 billion and an 
adjusted EBITDA of US$1.9 billion, 
while capacity for the second 
quarter was up 5.8% year-on-
year, and guest numbers reached 
2.3 million, up 10% YOY.

Load factor for the three-
month period was 110%, up two 
percentage points compared to 
the same period last year, driven 
by the addition of large ships to 
the line’s fleet. 

“Demand for our portfolio 
of brands and our industry-
leading experiences continues 
to accelerate,” President & CEO 

Jason Liberty shared.
The RCG head said the company 

is well on its way to achieving its 
fiscal targets by the end of 2027.

RCG expects its capacity in 
the third quarter to increase 
2.9% compared to Q3 2024, and 
forecasts its adjusted EPS to be in 
the range of US$5.55-$5.65. JM
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Save up to 33% on 
Antarctica sailings!

Prices from US$7,299
pp, twin share 

LEARN MORE 

Represented by Cruise Traveller 
1800 507 777 

Avalon bringing cosiness

LiMited availability remains on 
Avalon Waterways’ late season 
autumn and winter river cruises 
in 2025, branded as its ‘Cosy 
Cruise Collection’.

The program is being marketed 
as a way for travellers to wrap 
up their year of travel and enjoy 
some of Europe’s most quaint 
towns, largely free of crowds, “in 
its most magical months”.

Sailings still offering availability 
include the ‘Romantic Rhine’ and 
‘Danube Dreams’.

There are also staterooms on 
the Rhine and Moselle rivers, and 
in Burgundy and Provence.

Availability in Nov is looking 
particularly open on Avalon’s 
Paris to Normandy sailings, and 
its ‘Bonjour Bordeaux’ itinerary.

Globus family of brands 
Managing Director Asia Pacific 

Chris Hall said the concept of cosy 
cruising is “finding its moment”.

“Travellers are increasingly 
seeking out comfort, warmth, and 
authentic experiences, with the 
added benefit of more breathing 
room - our Harvest, off-season 
and Christmas cruises deliver that 
and more,” Hall said.

“They’re immersive, indulgent 
and provide unforgettable 
memories - and luckily for our 
guests, [there are] still spaces 
available on trips taking place at 
the end of the year.”

Avalon guests can also expect 
mulled wine, cobblestone streets, 
and “warm memories from 
bow to stern” on its Christmas 
departures, he added.

These cruises feature stops at 
some of Europe’s most famous 
Christmas markets. ML

Weekend in Xiamen
trAveLLerS can embark on 

an adventure to the coastal 
city of Xiamen on a new series 
of two-night weekend sailings 
launched by StarCruises.

Embarking on Fri each week 
on board Star Voyager, the 
series of six cruises begins on 
19 Sep, with other departures 
on 26 Sep, 03 Oct, 17 Oct, 31 
Oct and 14 Nov.

Cruisers will cast off from 
Hong Kong’s Ocean Terminal, 
spending the following day 
exploring Xiamen.

Voyager will then return to 
Hong Kong on Sun afternoon.

The new series complements 
the existing ‘Weekend Sea-
cation High Seas Cruises’ also 
offered by StarCruises.

Michael Goh, President of 
the line’s parent company 
StarDream Cruises, said guests 
can now discover Xiamen 
without having to take any 
days off work.

“Star Voyager’s Hong Kong to 
Xiamen itinerary is designed to 
combine convenience, comfort 
and adventure - perfect for 
anyone looking to make the 
most of their weekends this 
fall,” he enthused.

Bookings for the new two-
night Xiamen cruises open 
on 05 Aug, with an earlybird 
promotion on until 15 Sep.

tHeY say “nothing is more 
expensive than a free boat”, 
but don’t tell American woman 
Lara Manetta, who purchased 
her vessel for just US$1. 

Manetta is at least the third 
person to buy the boat at the 
discount price too, after two 
prior owners also gave the ship 
away at the peppercorn rate, 
after she had given them more 
trouble than hoped for.

The boat has given Manetta 
no such issues though, and she 
has since travelled more than 
1,500 kilometres in the vessel 
with her husband.

Manetta first became 
interested in boating due to 
the price of housing on land, 
and perhaps contrary to belief, 
did not need to spend too 
much on fixing the boat up.

“Our biggest cost was a few 
cans of paint,” Manetta wrote 
in an essay on her experience 
published on Business Insider.

Perhaps she and her husband 
may become interested in 
cruising one day, as many take 
up a life on a cruise ship as a 
more affordable alternative to 
living on land.

P O R T H O L E

https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xOTUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cDovL2J1c2luZXNzZXZlbnRzbmV3cy5jb20uYXU=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMzMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cDovL3d3dy50cmF2ZWxidWxsZXRpbi5jb20uYXU=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz04NiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1czMDA3MjUmdT1tYWlsdG86YWR2ZXJ0aXNpbmdAY3J1aXNld2Vla2x5LmNvbS5hdQ==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMjEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cDovL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseS5jb20uYXUv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNDUmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkuY28ubnov
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNzAmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cDovL3BoYXJtYWN5ZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1Lw==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz02MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1czMDA3MjUmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRyYXZlbGRhaWx5LmNvbS5hdS8=
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0yMCZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Q1czMDA3MjUmdT1tYWlsdG86YWNjb3VudHNAdHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMzMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9jcnVpc2V3ZWVrbHkv
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xMDgmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2NydWlzZXdlZWtseQ==
https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0yMDQmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY3J1aXNldHJhdmVsbGVyLmNvbS5hdS9sYW5kaW5nL2F0bGFzLW9jZWFuLXZveWFnZXMv


https://bpgclick.com/cw/2?Yz0xNzEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUNXMzAwNzI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9hZ2VudHBvcnRhbC50cmF2ZWxoeC5jb20vYm9vay9leHBlZGl0aW9u

